
My child with 
a cochlear 
implant (CI)



Introduction 

• Introduce yourself and your child, and thank the 
participants for coming. State the goals of the 
meeting:
 Get to know the people who will support your child in a 

mainstream school setting.
 Provide background information, contact information, and 

other tools to help school personnel support your child.
 Allow school staff to ask questions about CIs and/or your 

child.
 Demonstrate to the school that you will be an active 

participant in your child’s education, and you intend to 
advocate for your child’s best interests. 



My child’s hearing loss and experience with a CI

• Customize this slide with bullet points that cover:
 Your child’s hearing loss (e.g., the age at which you learned he or she was 

deaf)
 The number of CIs your child has and in which ears
 The age of implantation 
 Your child’s hearing age (computed by subtracting years without a CI from 

the chronological age)
 A summary of your child’s progress since his or her implant (e.g., how well 

he or she speaks and understands language)

• Other information to discuss with this slide:
 Provide any other important information (e.g., does your child use a 

hearing aid?).
 Detail the methods of communication your child uses (e.g., sign language, 

cued speech, total communication, auditory/verbal or oral only, 
interpreter-assisted). If you use any of these phrases be sure to explain 
what they mean.



Previous school/educational experiences

• Customize this slide with bullet points that cover:
 Your child’s previous school experience, if any, including what 

kind of school he/she attended 
 What worked well for your child in school 
 What you hope will be different about this upcoming school 

experience 
• If your child has not yet attended a school or educational 

program, state that.



How does a CI work?-External components 
• Show diagram of a CI (slides 6, 8, & 9) and explain each part. If you 

brought your child’s equipment with you, pass it around now.
• External components are connected by cables and include a 

microphone, a sound processor, a transmitter, and batteries.
 The microphone collects sound waves from the environment and carries 

the vibrations to the sound processor. The microphone is housed in the 
processor and is usually worn hooked over the ear.

 The processor (visible in slide 8) is a small computer that transforms sound 
vibrations into electronic signals. The processor sits behind the ear, held in 
position by a hook usually worn over the ear. Some children have “body 
worn” processors, though these are becoming less common.

 The transmitter/headpiece sends the electronic signals through the skin 
to the internal receiver. The transmitter, sometimes called the “coil” or 
the “headpiece,” is held in place on the exterior of the skull behind the ear 
via a magnet that is coupled to a magnet on the internal receiver.



Diagram of the internal ear with a CI 



How does a CI work?-Internal components 

• Show diagram of a CI (slide 8) and explain each part. Explain 
that the internal components are not visible on your child.

• Internal components are surgically put into place, and 
include a receiver and an electrode array.
 The receiver, surgically placed into the skull behind the ear, 

receives signals from the external component, and sends 
electronic signals to electrodes implanted throughout the cochlea.

 The electrode array is a tiny wire with numerous electrodes on it, 
and is threaded into the cochlea, where the electrodes replicate 
the function of the hair cells.







Challenges of using a CI to hear

• There are numerous challenges a person with a CI 
faces when navigating in the hearing world.

• Challenges fall into three categories: 
 Hearing
 Speech/Language
 Social



Hearing challenges (Customize to your child's specific challenges)

• Noisy environments
 A classroom has many characteristics that make hearing challenging. Sounds bounce 

off of hard surfaces like floors, desks and chalkboards. Background noise makes it 
challenging for a person with hearing loss to filter out background noise and hone in 
on the important source of sound (e.g., a teacher). The playground, cafeteria, 
hallways, and gym are particularly tricky for children with hearing loss, and with CIs.

• Locating source of sound
 This is particularly difficult for children with a unilateral implant (i.e., children who 

are implanted on only one side). With two functioning ears, sound is heard in stereo, 
and our brains learn, even as babies, to locate the source of sound. If a child hears 
only with one ear (or, through one microphone on his or her CI) he or she will have 
difficulty determining where sounds are coming from.

• Incidental hearing
 Children with a hearing loss are less likely to overhear the words spoken in nearby 

conversations. They are also less likely to pick up on auditory cues, such as bells 
signaling the end of class, or people in other classrooms opening doors and filing 
into hallways. This can make transitioning from one activity to another particularly 
difficult because they have not received the sort of auditory messages that would 
cue them to prepare for a change.



Speech and language challenges
• Hearing age

 There is a wide range of ages at which children may have received their 
CIs. A child who received an implant at the age of three, and who is now 
five, has only been exposed to spoken language for two years. Every child 
is different. Some children catch up to their hearing peers faster than 
others in terms of vocabulary, speech, and language. Studies show the first 
18 months of life are key to developing the language center of the brain, 
and the earlier children receive their implants, the more likely they are to 
become successful users of spoken language. 

• English as a second language
 Though rare, some children with CIs may use sign language as a first 

language. Therefore, for some children with CIs, English is a second 
language.



Speech and language challenges
• Articulation

 Children with CIs may have difficulty articulating certain phonemes, making 
speech unclear. High frequency, low intensity vocalizations, such as “s,” 
“f,” and “th,” sounds are especially hard to distinguish and, therefore, may 
lead to articulation errors. 

• Lack of confidence
 A child who is unsure whether he or she will be understood when 

expressing him or herself, or a child who is inherently shy, may be hesitant 
to answer questions or speak up.

• Difficulty modulating volume
 Some children with CIs may have trouble hearing how loud their vocal 

volume is and/or controlling the loudness of their voices.



Social challenges (Customize to your child)

• Missing cues for transitions
 Children change their minds quickly. One minute they are pretending to 

run an ice cream shop, and the next minute they are playing tag. A child 
with a CI may miss the auditory information that would prepare him or her 
for this sort of transition.

• Missing incidental conversations
 A child with a CI may learn to develop one-on-one listening skills quite well, 

but he or she is likely to struggle with collecting and incorporating auditory 
information not specifically aimed at him or her. In other words, it is much 
harder for a child with hearing loss to overhear nearby conversations, or to 
join in on conversations that have been taking place before he/she arrived.



Social challenges (Customize to your child)

• Difficulty identifying speaker
 As previously mentioned, locating the speaker can be particularly difficult 

for a child with a CI, especially if he or she has a unilateral implant (i.e., 
implanted on only one side). In social groups, this can make it very difficult 
for that child to keep up with the fast flow of conversation, and to 
associate potentially important messages to an individual speaker.

• Difficulty learning the social rules of conduct
 A student with a CI may be perceived as acting out when, in fact, he or she 

did not hear a direction being given or a rule being laid out. He or she may 
unknowingly break the rules, whether in the classroom, the gym, or on the 
playground, simply because he or she was unaware of them. This may lead 
to classmates assuming the child is a troublemaker or that he/she is 
uncooperative.



Methods to support my child in the classroom



Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

• The IEP plan provides objectives, goals, and supports for my 
child. Hand out copies of the IEP document if you have 
them. 

• Create bullets to summarize your child’s IEP goals and 
accommodations.



Set up the classroom to reduce background noise

• Explain that you will provide the teacher with  more 
information on setting up the classroom, including teaching 
strategies, preferential seating, and other tips.

• Put carpets, rugs, or mats on floors
 A good rule of thumb is to try to cover two-thirds of the floor with 

rugs, mats, or other creative, sound dampening objects. This will 
significantly reduce the percentage of hard, reflective surfaces, and 
will reduce the amount of echo in the classroom.

• Cut tennis balls in half and slip them onto all chair feet
 The scrape of chairs being pulled back or pushed forward is noisy. 

Tennis balls or padding on the bottom of all classroom chairs can 
help reduce this noise.



Set up the classroom to reduce background noise

• Place curtains on windows
 Glass panes are similar to hard floors, in that they allow sound to “bounce” 

off of them. Using curtains, blinds, or panels on the windows will further 
improve the acoustics in the classroom.

• Cover the walls
 Acoustic tiles/panels, or even large felt or cloth wall coverings 

(which can be used for posting artwork, messages, etc.) are another 
relatively simple strategy for making acoustic accommodations.

• Avoid having bubbling fish tanks or water features in the 
classroom
 They create ambient noise that will detract from the sound of your 

voice and the other important sounds in the classroom.



To help with this process, I will…

• Explain that you can help by:
Providing materials to support the teacher
Providing contact information for specialists who can 

further support the process
Checking-in at pre-determined times to assure 

everything is going smoothly
Working with your child to help support learning e.g., 

reviewing themes and new vocabulary words ahead of 
time, practicing classroom-based self-advocacy skills)



Next steps

• State your goals for the next steps, including:
What you would like each team member to do to 

prepare for your child’s school-entry
Organize additional planning meetings, such as a one-

on-one meeting with your child’s teacher
• Discuss any handouts/documents you have 

brought to share



Questions?
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